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Petersburg, he informed Sazonov of his success in persuading
the Tsar. He did so shortly before he talked with Eggel-
ing about 3 P.M.,44 and before Sazonov talked with Szapary,
lanushkevich then went ahead getting Dobrorolski to se-
cure the signatures for the order for general mobilization,
prior to the warning from Pourtales and without being in-
fluenced by it. Meanwhile Sazonov, not having been con-
sulted by the Tsar, made no effort to interfere in a military
matter outside his province, and acquiesced in what lanush-
Jsevich was doing. Then came his interview with Szapary,
and his third talk with Pourtales between 6 and 7 P.M. He
now believed that Berchtold had given a "categorical re-
fusal" to direct conversations, that Belgrade had been bom-
barded, and that Germany had warned that she would
mobilize if the Russian military preparations did not cease.
This accumulation of hostile indications, on the part of both
Austria and Germany, put to flight any remaining inclina-
tion on his part in favor of his earlier partial mobilization
plan. Toward 8 P.M., when he told the Tsar over the tele-
phone of the warning from Pourtales, and the Tsar there-
upon authorized him to talk with lanushkevich concerning
mobilization at once, he agreed with the Chief of Staff
that it should be ordered immediately. The decision was
'"received with enthusiasm" by the little circle at the Foreign
Office, who now "assumed that war was almost inevitable/7
It was mainly the pressure of the Russian militarists, not
the warning of Pourtales, that almost started the general
mobilization order over the wires. Then the Tsar changed
his mind.
44 At the Sukhomlinov Trial in 1917, lanushkevich declared that the
Tsar had instructed him to assure Pourtales that the mobilization was no
hostile act against Germany. He communicated this to Sazonov. But
Sazonov feared that Pourtales would interpret this in his own way, and
advised lanushkevich instead to give the assurance to Eggoling, the
German Military Attach6. lanushkevich, accordingly acted on this advice
(lanushkevich's testimony as reported in the Novoc Vrcmia; quoted by
Oman, The Outbreak of the War, p. 67; and by Hoaiger, in the Deutacho
Rundschau, April, 1918, p. 33),